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DIRECTOR’S NOTE

We’ve wrapped up the spring season with a successful conference in 
Toledo.  Thanks to all that participated, sponsored, and presented at 
the conference. May 21st to the 23rd, we will be back in Columbus, 
so plan to be there! I must give a special note of thanks to Toledo 
architect Paul Sullivan who not only led downtown tours, but also 
arranged for the evening Old West End Tour and helped in many ways 
with local arrangements.  During the fabulous Old West End tour, we 
met Nate Michalak, an 11 year old, with a great passion for historic 
preservation, who you will meet in this issue as a new columnist for 
Revitalize Ohio.  We will all get to follow his ongoing restoration projects.

Also in this issue, you will share with us in the recognition of a dozen 
award winners who have been honored for their exceptional work in 
revitalization and preservation in Ohio; so many dedicated, forward 
thinking individuals and communities, working to make Ohio a better 
place for future generations.

This summer, Heritage Ohio staff will be busy in the field working on 
Top Opportunities visits, our select group of historic buildings receiving 
technical assistance and support, looking for solutions to bring these 
buildings back to productive reuse. 

Remember to take advantage of the beautiful summer weather to visit 
Ohio’s Main Street communities and shop local.
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NATE THE PRESERVATIONIST
Working on 3 historic homes concurrently 
would be a highlight on any preservation 
professional’s resume, but for Nate 
Michalak it’s just an average day in his life.
Hi!  My name is Nate Michalak and I love old houses!  I’m 11 years 
old and live in the Historic Old West End in Toledo, Ohio.  I met Ms. 
Barrett when she was here in Toledo for the Heritage Ohio Preservation 
Conference.  I got to give her a tour of the 3 houses we own and are 
working to restore. She thought you might enjoy hearing some of the 
stories about our houses.

I currently live in the home of Julius G. Lamson, the owner and founder 
of Lamson Brothers Department Stores. My parents bought this house 
before I was born. My grandpa, who is a carpenter, has spent just 
about every weekend at our house since I can remember working on 
some project with my dad. Most of the time I get to help out, so I guess 
that is why I like old houses so much. We also own two other houses on 
my street; one is right next-door, and the other is across the street.

We bought the house across the street when it went into foreclosure. 
We thought it was going to be turned into a multi-family rental property, 
which we didn’t want to happen. We are trying to get my grandpa to 
move in there; my parents don’t think he will but I do. 

ABOVE: Nate Michalak 
rehabilitating homes in the 
Old West End Historic District, 
Toledo, Ohio

BELOW: Photo of original 
windows in the house across 
from Nate’s home in the Old 
West End that his grandpa is 
currently working on now.

CONTACT POINTS: visit 
heritageohio.org for more 
information on preserving 
your historic home and 
learning more about 
preservation in your own 
neighborhood

OLD WEST END HISTORIC 
DISTRICT:  To find out more 
about the history and 
preservation of the Old West 
End Historic District in Toledo 
visit their website 
oldwestendtoledo.com/site/

PRESERVATION MONTH PHOTO CONTEST
And the winner is . . . David Wilding’s Veteran’s Day Tribute! 

Pictured on the cover of this issue, David Wilding’s image 
captured the local mural by artists Mike Sekletar and Ryan 
Shannon (read more about their award winning mural on page 
18).  Reproducing the iconic image of the Iwo jima photo to 
honor not only Sekletar’s own father, a veteran of the Vietnam 
war, but all men and women who have offered service to our 
country.  Located in downtown Amherst, the mural is a must-
see this summer.

Congratulations to our other finalists, Sherry Kepp and 
John Holliger.  Sherry Kepp submitted her photograph, 
Waiting, (shown below) depicting the third floor hallway in 
the Boneyfiddle Art Center, a grand four story building in 
Portsmouth’s downtown historic district.  The photograph 
captures the potential the building has waiting to be given 
new life.  John Holliger’s Downtown in Bloom (shown on page 
2 and 3) was taken while hanging out a third floor window.  He 
created the photo by stitching together 6 vertical images into 
one panoramic image of downtown Delaware.  

Thanks to everyone who entered their images, and to 
everyone who voted for their favorite. A speical thanks to Sue 
Maxwell at the Mead House in Nelsonville for supplying the Bed 
and Breakfast prize for our winner!

The house next door will be my house when I grow 
up. I think it is a beautiful house. This house was 
turned into an 8-unit apartment in 1946.  We are 
turning it back into a single-family house like it 
originally was. 

My house has a lot of work to be done before it 
can be lived in again.  When it was turned into an 
apartment they enclosed the side and back porch 
to make room for kitchens for two apartments.  
They also took off the original front porch roof that 
went across the front of the whole house.  I guess 
they thought it would be easier to take care of and 
look more like an apartment. The worst part of all 
though is the 2-story addition they put on the back 
of the house. I think it is the ugliest addition EVER!  
It covers up the beautiful stained glass window at 
the landing of the grand staircase.  My grandpa 
has been helping us all winter to get ready to take 
the addition off this summer, and I can’t wait! I will 
take lots of pictures and share them with you in my 
column next quarter.  
 
Thanks! Nate Michalak :o)

ABOVE: Photo Contest Winner, David 
Wilding’s Veteran’s Day Tribute, 
Amherst, Ohio (also shown on the front 
cover)

BELOW: Photo Contest Finalist, Sherry 
Kepp’s Waiting, Portsmouth, Ohio

PAGE 2-3: Photo Contest Finalist, 
John Holliger’s Downtown in Bloom, 
Delaware, Ohio
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2012 CONFERENCE REVIEW
Heritage Ohio’s Revitalization 
Conference highlighted some 
Northwest Ohio gems and featured 
a variety of sessions on all aspects 
of revitalization and preservation.
Our 2012 conference took us to Toledo, Ohio, a 
city with a rich history, industrial heritage, and a 
diverse architectural landscape in its downtown 
and surrounding neighborhoods. Conference goers 
had the chance to explore the city on five different 
tours, including our first-ever evening walking tour, of 
Toledo’s Old West End. Our Legacy Circle members 
had the opportunity to explore one of the gems of 
downtown, The Toledo Club. This elegant building set 
the stage for Heritage Ohio to thank the continued 
generous support of our Legacy Circle. 

This year’s conference attracted many VIPs, 
including the President of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, Stephanie Meeks. Stephanie 
congratulated Ohio on being a national leader for 
historic preservation and encouraged Ohioans to 
keep up the good work. 

With the 2012 conference completed, we’re already 
beginning to work on the 2013 conference. We invite 
you to join us next May in Columbus from the 21st to 
the 23rd, and we would like to hear your ideas for 
sessions, tours, or how the 2013 conference could be 
the best one yet. We’ll keep you updated in future 
issues of Revitalize Ohio and online, so stay tuned!

BRANDING, PLACEMAKING & WAYFINDING

for Cities and downtowns

Giving Communities Direction

www.designwithdirection.comPhone 216 921 0750

TAX ASSET EQUITY 
FOR HISTORIC PRESERVATION
We have a variety of products, including proprietary funds, 
to meet the needs of project developers. Please contact us 
for more information.

216.241.6689            WWW.GLOBALXTAX.COM
C L E V E L A N D   -   C O L U M B U S    -    AT L A N TA

CONSERVATION EASEMENTS  

HISTORIC TAX CREDITS  

STATE TAX INCENTIVES

GlobalXAd.indd   1 4/26/12   2:58 PM

ABOVE: Keynote speaker, Dr. Eric Allison and 
Tom Starinsky, Main Street Manager of Cleve-
land’s Warehouse and Gateway Districts, at 
the Legacy Circle Reception

ABOVE MIDDLE: Ohio Trivia at the Networking 
Reception

ABOVE TOP: Stephanie Meeks with Heritage 
Ohio Board Members

LEFT: Tour of the Historic Vistula Neighborhood
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HOW OLD IS YOUR HOME?
Dendrochronology and its application to dating historical 
structures across Ohio in the College of Wooster’s Tree Ring 
Lab.

CONTACT POINTS: Sarah Appleton, Greg Wiles, & Will Cary

Wooster Tree Ring Lab
Department of Geology
The College of Wooster
Wooster, OH 44691

phone 330-263-2298, gwiles@wooster.edu

web http://www.wooster.edu/treering/dendrochronology/

Dendrochronology, or tree-ring dating, can 
be used to assign calendar dates to timber 
felled for historical structures across Ohio. The 
technique has gained popularity in the field 
of Archeology as a tool for precisely dating 
(Mayer et al., 2002), in addition to dating 
buildings such as barns and historical structures.

The College of Wooster Tree Ring Lab dates 
historical structures in Ohio by compiling a 
database of historical artifacts including 
paintings and musical instruments (Grissino 
database of tree growth) from primarily oak 
trees based on ring-width measurements from 
5 mm cores extracted from the living trees in 
locations where old-growth oaks have survived 
the extensive cutting of timber over the past 
two hundred years. In Northeast Ohio, living old 
growth is found in the campus of The College of 
Wooster, where over twenty old growth white 
oak trees survive dating back to the late 17th 
and early 18th centuries, to Johnson Woods a 
200 acre preserve of mixed hardwoods with 
a hundred individual oaks. Cores from these 
living trees are assembled into calendar-dated 
ring-width chronologies that are then used 
to compare patterns of ring-width variation 
extracted from timbers used in the construction 
of a historical structure.

Historical structures are sampled using a power 
drill with a specially designed bit to extract a 10 
mm wooden core from beams in the structure 
(Figure 1). The samples are then mounted in 
hardwood core mounts and the surfaces are 
sanded to a high polish so ring boundaries and 

LEFT: Figure 1, Nick Wiesenberg drills a sample from a 
beam high in the rafters of a historical structure.

wood structures are clearly visible.
Once sanded, tree rings are counted and 
decades are marked to account for all 
the rings. Rings series are then measured to 
the nearest 0.001 mm (Figure 2) and then 
crossdated (matching ring patterns) with each 
other, developing a “floating” site chronology 
that is internally consistent with each ring 
matched to another sample. Typically, we core 
between 10 and 15 beams within the structure, 
being careful to note the outer ring (bark year) 
of the sample.

Once a floating ring-width series is built for 
the building, the ring width patterns are then 
compared and matched to the living master 
ring-width series that have been built from old 
growth and previously-dated buildings from 
across Ohio. The Wooster Tree Ring Lab has 
dated over 60 historical structures in Ohio and 
western Pennsylvania. The ring-width data 
from the structures together with data from 
old growth trees collected by the Wooster lab 
and previous studies reaches back to the early 
1500s.

Most of the work dating historical structures has 
been performed on buildings that date to the 
time of European settlement in Ohio in the early 
1800s and most of the trees were cut after the 
growing season in the late fall or winter (Figure 
3). These samples are important for more than 
just the dating of historical structures. They 
can also be used to help reconstruct the past 
climate of Ohio as the variation in ring-widths in 
oak depends primarily on the moisture signal in 
the summer. The connection with tree growth 
and drought is recognized by comparing 
tree-ring growth over the past hundred years 
with monthly measured precipitation and 
temperature records at meteorological stations 
across Ohio.

Tree-ring dating in Ohio is possible because 

the more precipitation Ohio receives in the 
spring, the larger the ring that year; likewise, 
the less precipitation in a year, the smaller 
the ring. Historical structures allow us to push 
our chronology back further into the 1500s 
and examine the climate history of Ohio. 
Interestingly, the time of the earliest settlement, 
during the early decades of the 1800s, is the 
driest and possibly the coldest interval within 
the past several hundred years. This observation 
brings more questions than answers and sets 
the stage for further research.

Funding for the past three years of this 
project has been provided by the Center for 
Entrepreneurship, we thank Director James 
Levin for his support.

ABOVE: Figure 2, Diagram illustrating tree-ring crossdating 
of a historic house or barn. Patterns of wide and narrow 
ring-widths from historic structures and wood associated 
with archeological sites are matched to living tree-ring 
chronologies and calendar dates are assigned to each 
ring.

RIGHT: Figure 3, Outer ring dates on beams from the Kline 
Barn. A-Sample KB-5 the outer ring dates to AD 1836-note 
that this is a full ring. Similarly b- Sample KB-3 also has a 
complete outer ring dating to 1836. The timber for these 
beams was cut after the growing season of 1836 and the 
spring of 1836 and the spring of 1837. Black scale bars are 
approximately 1mm.
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6TH ANNUAL TOP OPPORTUNITIES
Heritage Ohio named its 2012 Top Oppor-
tunities selection at this year’s Revitalization 
Conference in Toledo.  The annual list of Top 
Opportunities highlight the historic resources 
across Ohio whose rehabilitation are critical 
to local and neighborhood revitalization.

The Sears-Adams House is one of the oldest Greek Revival homes in 
the region with a two story colonnaded façade.  Associated with both 
historical figures, Charles Sears and Alfred Adams, the home was built 
in 1844 out of post and beam construction supported by 12”x 12” hand 
hewn beams with a coursed ashlar foundation. The house is on the 
Ohio Historic Inventory and eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. Overwhelming community support has helped to 
temporarily save the property from a demolition permit application filed 
in December.  A delay was granted as long as the Village and Mayor’s 
Committee continued to work in positive cooperation to find a new use 
for the Sears-Adams House.

The Jones Mansion is the last unaltered mansion in 
Findlay.  The Jones family leased the first railroad 
in Findlay (1849) and started one of the first and 
largest banks in the area.  The 9,000 square foot 
house was built around 1865 and still contains 
the original parquet flooring, cherry woodwork, 
and Italian marble fireplaces.  Since acquiring 
the property, the owner has shown dedication to 
rehabilitating the building for a local events venue.

This is the first parsonage in Hudson, Ohio, built for 
Rev. Giles Doolittle and his young family.  The First 
Congregational Church of Hudson accommodated 
his needs with the help of renowned architect, 
Simeon Porter.  Close friends with John Brown and his 
family, Rev. Giles Doolittle remained in the home his 
entire life.  The community would  like the house to 
be restored as a living history site open to the public.  
The experience would expand to offer interactive 
programs to students, daycares, camps and various 
community clubs as they explore the social, cultural, 
economic and agricultural growth of Ohio.  Listed 
as a commercial property, the house is in danger 
of a prospective buyer purchasing the land and 
demolishing the house for future development.

COLUMBIANA COUNTY HOME
Lisbon, Ohio

The original 200 acres for this site was purchased in 1829.  The surviving buildings from the County 
Hospital and Poor Farm were built circa 1860-1930, and still retain many historic architectural 
characteristics.  A previous Top Opportunities property, community support for the buildings’ 
preservation has continued to build, as the adjacent Little Beaver Creek Greenway Trail is 
becoming more popular.  The property has been abandoned for years, and considered a public 
nuisance.  County ownership puts it at risk for demolition if a use is not found soon.

FARMERS EXCHANGE
Medina, Ohio

The Farmers Exchange was established in 1904 by S.J. Swain, E. Brenner, W.D. Wise, A.T. Spitzer, 
C.E. Hoover, and F.W. Woods with Fred and Albert Snyder becoming part of the exchange a few 
years later. The Snyder brothers contributed much to the expansion of the Farmers Exchange 
from 1907 until the 1960s by producing “Medina Quality Feeds,” the brand name associated 
with the company.  The existing structure contains many of the original metal capping along the 
roof parapet line, the original metal framed windows, and the original metal overhangs at the 
north and south facades.  The building continues to serve the community as Medina’s Farmers 
Exchange building supplying feed and bulk goods store, its original intended use since 1904.  
Portions of the building have fallen into disrepair and are in need of attention.  The owner is willing 
to work with developers and the community to rehabilitate the structure as needed in order to 
bring it up to code and local safety standards

The Village of Zoar has been named by the National Trust for Historic Preservation, 
one of the 11 Most Endangered Historic Places in the United States for 2012.  Zoar 
Village was founded in 1817 by a group of about 200 German Separatists seeking 
escape form religious persecution in their homeland.  By building a “community of 
goods,” these Separatists thrived as a unique Society for over 80 years.  Today, Zoar 
is a community of approximately 75 families living in homes built from 1817 to the 
present.  Many of the original homes have been preserved or restored, as have the 
many buildings and museums maintained by the Ohio Historical Society.  Since 1936, 
Zoar has been protected by levees surrounding the town as part of the Muskingum 
watershed conservancy district, which showed signs of failure in 2005 and again in 
2008.  Visit heritageohio.org to keep up with Zoar’s Section 106 Review Process.

SEARS-ADAMS HOUSE
Chagrin Falls, Ohio      

REVEREND GILES DOOLITTLE HOUSE
Hudson, Ohio

ZOAR VILLAGE
Zoar, Ohio

JONES MANSION
Findlay, Ohio 
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The Masonic Temple dates to 1893, while the adjacent 
building, the First National Bank Tower, was built in 
1907.  Both represent two of the more prominent 
structures in Downtown Middletown which are located 
just outside the National Register Historic District on 
South Main Street.  The buildings were acquired by the 
City of Middletown after closing in 2011 as part of a 
collection of 5 buildings acquired in preparation for a 
new branch campus of Cincinnati State University. The 
city has not assigned a use to the First National Bank 
Tower, and it remains vacant.  The Masonic Temple is 
currently rented by the Arts Central Foundation, a local 
arts group that provides arts programming for children 
and the community, however, no decision has been 
made as to whether or not they can continue to use 
the property. Some officials have said that the buildings 
could be later phases of the college or auxiliary uses, 
but others have identified them as potential parking lot 
sites. Adjacent building owners to the north indicate 
that the city approached them about purchasing their 
buildings to level them for parking lots, but at least one 
owner did not choose to sell.

Built in 1928 by the City of Dayton, the Linden Center served as a community recreational and 
cultural center for local African-Americans, financed by a municipal tax levy encouraged by 
black leaders at the time.  As a central meeting place for over fifty years, the center served to 
spawn the activists and community personalities who would become leaders in Dayton’s civic, 
economic, spiritual, and cultural advancement. It stands as one of the last vestiges of Dayton’s 
original black business and economic corridor.  A now vacant building owned by the City of 
Dayton, it is in danger from vandalism and further neglect.  A great catalyst project in the re-
emergence of the community due to its strategic and historic location, the Gem City-Hilltop 
Community Development and Housing, Inc., a non-profit, is preparing a National Register listing 
and assembling a team to assist with the future adaptive reuse of the building. 

You can find more detailed building and site information on our Top 
Opportunities for 2012 at heritageohio.org under our Programs menu on 
our homepage.  We will be visiting each property over the next couple 
months and updating the website as we go to keep you informed of current 
developments for each building, so check back frequently.  

MAIN STREET 101
August 1 from 10:00am to 3:00pm

The Tannery Communications
138 E. Main Street
Suite 203
Kent, Ohio 44240

Are you a new board or committee member of a downtown revitalization program? Do you have 
an interest in starting a Main Street program in your community? Do you need a one-day refresher 
on the basics of the Four-Point Approach? If so, then plan to join us at our upcoming Main Street 
101 in Kent.

We’ll present an introduction to the Four-Point Approach: Design, Economic Restructuring/ Busi-
ness Enhancement, Organization, and Promotion, and you’ll learn how to use this approach to 
create a strong foundation for comprehensive downtown revitalization efforts. 

Cost is just $15 and includes lunch.

We’ll also be in Van Wert in September and St. Clairsville in December for future Main Street 101 
Trainings. 

Register at heritageohio.org now or contact Jeff Siegler for more information.

Built ca. 1830, the one-room schoolhouse 
remained in use until May 1948.  It was donated 
to Pike township In April 2010.  Adjacent to the 
historic Melscheimer Cemetery, township trustees 
have sought to restore the school as a site for 
funeral services when weather is inclement or 
just by choice. The building has been inspected 
by a structural engineer and other building 
professionals.  The Restoration Committee for 
the project sought the expertise of Steve Coon 
with Coon Restoration and Sealants.  Coon 
Restoration has recently completed stripping 

the paint from the outside of the brick building. The dirt basement floor has been dug out and 
enlarged to permit new beams and sturdy floor supports to be installed, replacing some of the 
beams that had deteriorated. 

FIRST NATIONAL BANK TOWER & MASONIC TEMPLE
Middletown, Ohio

MELSCHEIMER SCHOOLHOUSE
East Sparta, Ohio

LINDEN CENTER
Dayton, Ohio
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LOOKING FOR LOCAL PARTNERS
The Heritage Home Program administered by the 
Cleveland Restoration Society blooms.
The Heritage Home Program is looking for local organizations to partner with in 
making the Heritage Home Program available in new Ohio communities.  The 
Heritage Home Program is a nationally acclaimed program for owners of older 
residential properties who receive free expert and impartial advice and assistance 
on home repair and renovation issues.  The Program offers low interest loans to make 
approved repairs and renovations.  Currently, the loans carry a 2% fixed interest rate 
for up to 10 years.  

OVER 900 LOANS VALUED AT OVER $33 MILLION IN NEIGHBORHOOD REINVESTMENT 
HAVE BEEN BOOKED IN CLEVELAND AND ITS SUBURBS, AND IN AKRON AND CANTON.  

The Heritage Home Program was started in Cleveland by the Cleveland Restoration 
Society in 1992.  The Cleveland Restoration Society is a Local Partner of the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation.  In order to offer the program throughout Ohio, a 
subsidiary has been formed, the Heritage Home Educational Society, under which 
the program operates.  Please see the website www.heritagehomeprogram.org 
which illustrates the program.

The Ohio Housing Finance Agency and the Treasurer of State have been valuable 
supporters of the Heritage Program.  Because of the program success to date, these 
state entities desire that other Ohio communities benefit from its positive community 
impact.  Thus, it is through their support that the Heritage Program is now available to 
other interested Ohio communities. 

The Heritage Home Program involves substantial personal contact with homeowners 
and their properties.  Typically, one or more visits to the property are required to 
determine the maintenance issues and the desires of the homeowner.  The local 
partner would work with the homeowner and the Heritage Home program staff 
to determine a preservation work plan the owner can afford using the low interest 
loan product.  The local partner would also assist the homeowner in other ways, 
depending upon the partner capacity.  Other areas of assistance might include sign-
off that the work was properly done.  

The headquarters staff of the Heritage Home Program, located in Cleveland, will 
support the local organization in all activities remotely.  For difficult preservation 
or maintenance issues, it is anticipated that modern photographic and video 
technology will allow the program staff to closely examine the problem area without 
leaving Cleveland.  The Heritage Home Program staff will work hard to assist the local 
partner in being successful with launching the program.

LEFT & BELOW: 
The owner of this lovely home, a two-
time Heritage Home Program partici-
pant, started with the removal of the 
aluminum siding. Hiding underneath 
was an original oval window. Carpentry 
repairs and a paint renovation brought 
this house to life!

BEFORE
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The staffing of a new local Heritage Home Program is funded in many 
ways.  A fee structure has been established with the goal of providing 
funds to properly operate the program.  Local foundations and 
governments routinely make grants for this expense.  Homeowners pay 
small fees for assistance with loans.  The experience of the headquarters 
Heritage Program staff will support the local partner in explaining to 
potential funders the enormous value of the program.  As the program 
is underway and being learned by the local organization, funds would 
be split between the local partner and the Heritage Home Program 
headquarters on an equitable basis.   This program is a proven source of 
income for a local partner and will broaden the partner’s offerings to its 
public.  

CONTACT POINTS For more information about becoming a local Heritage Home Program 
partner, please contact Tom Jorgensen   phone 216-426-3108 
email tjorgensen@heritagehomeprogram.org   web heritagehomeprogram.org

ABOVE: Rich Stanovich, 
Cleveland Restsoration 
Society’s Preservation 
Construction Manager, 
explains the construction 
of a wood window and 
the benefits of repairing 
wood windows over vinyl 
replacement.

RIGHT:  A workers 
cottage, before and 
after, in the Detroit 
Shoreway neighborhood 
of Cleveland, where 
the owner removed the 
layers of Permastone and 
asbestos siding, restored 
and replaced wood 
siding and uncovered the 
original arched transom 
that had been covered 
in synthetic materials.

HERITAGE OHIO’S ANNUAL AWARD WINNERS 
Acclaimed projects & people honored at the 2011 conference.

BEST COMMERCIAL REHABILITATION 
Tudor Arms Hotel
Sponsored by Coon Restoration

Built in 1930 as the Cleveland Club, this Tudor 
Revival-style structure originally housed a 
private club on its lower floors and included 
large banquet rooms, a ballroom, private 
dining rooms and athletic facilities.  From the 
5th to the 11th floors, the building housed 
guestrooms and was operated as a hotel.  
The building’s use then transitioned to Case 
Western Reserve University’s graduate student 
housing and then to later use by Job Corps.  
Neglect left the exterior of the building in 
need of comprehensive renovation which 
included restoration and re-creation of original 
wooden windows, tuckpointing, cleaning, and 
masonry repairs throughout.  In addition, an 
incongruous entry canopy that dates back to 
the 1960s was re-clad with new metal panels 
to better blend with the building, incorporating 
new lighting to welcome hotel guests.  New 
hotel room configurations were designed to 
accommodate the needs of today’s hotel 
guests while maintaining and restoring the 
character of the remaining original hotel 
corridors.  Sustainable design and energy 
efficiency were integral to this project’s design 

through the use of a variable refrigerant HVAC 
system. This extraordinary building has returned 
to its former glory, and once again has taken 
its place as a vital part of the life of beautiful 
Cleveland, Ohio.

BEST PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP
Jesup W. Scott High School Renovation
Sponsored by Gray & Pape, Inc.

Located within the Old West End Historic District, 
the Jesup W. Scott High School Renovation 
Project was a collaboration between the 
Toledo Public Schools, The Ohio School Facilities 
Commission and the SSOE Group as a member 
of Allied Toledo Architects.  This renovation 
project accomplished five primary objectives:  
to preserve a historic landmark in the Old West 

End of Toledo; recreate a modern school in 
a timeless structure; maintain Toledo Public 
School traditions in a viable building which has 
been a teaching environment for almost 100 
years; employ sustainable design practices 
to meet or exceed LEED Silver Certification 
rating requirements; and, transform Jesup W. 
Scott High School back to its original grandeur 
through innovative design and engineering.

REVITALIZATION TRAINING  Community Branding & Marketing

Sept. 19, 10:00am – 5:00pm in Port Clinton, Ohio

Do you ever think of your community as a product? Everyone considering where to shop, visit 
or stay thinks of your community as a product. Communities ultimately have to be aware of the 
image they portray. Far too many communities use a generic image to sell their product and 
don’t set themselves apart. Come learn from two of Ohio’s branding and marketing experts why 
this issue is critical to the success of your hotels, restaurants and merchants. Learn what can be 
done to make your community stand out from the rest and reap the rewards of having a unique 
and dynamic brand.

Main Street Members: $15
Main Street Network Members: $30
Heritage Ohio Members: $75
Non-Members: $125

Visit heritageohio.org to register or contact Jeff Siegler for more infomration.

BEFORE AFTER

Once again, Heritage Ohio selected projects 
across the state of Ohio to represent this 
year’s annual award winners.  Projects ranged 
from public murals to mid-century modern 
showing the strength of the preservation and 
revitalization initiatives in the state of Ohio.

ABOVE: Renovated cafeteria of Jesup W. Scott High 
School
ABOVE LEFT: Interior Ballroom at the Tudor Arms Hotel

CONTACT POINTS: visit heritageohio.org for more project 
details and fact sheets on 2012 Annual Award Winners 
and past Award Winners
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BEST DESIGN PROJECT
The Iwo Jima Mural, 
Amherst
Sponsored by Sandvick 
Architects

A large, gray painted 
brick wall in downtown 
Amherst, Ohio was the 
blank canvas that Mike 
Sekletar was looking for 
to display his artwork.  He 
wanted to use his skills and 
talents to pay tribute to all 
veterans, and decided to 
do so by creating a mural 
of an iconic photograph 
– “Raising the Flag on Iwo 
Jima”.  “I wanted to give 
back to veterans, and for 

me that’s through art and painting,” Sekletar 
said.  His father, John, is a veteran who served in 
the Navy in the Vietnam War, and is a member 
of the American Legion in Amherst.  Sekletar 
and friend Ryan Shannon stood on scaffolding 
and began painting the 20-foot by 35-foot 
re-creation of the photo.  The process took 
nearly three months and more than 250 hours to 
complete.  A 5-by-8-foot flag featuring 48 stars, 
to stay true to the photo, now flows from a 14-
foot aluminum flag pole that extends from the 
building’s roof line.  “Now, the only color in the 
mural is the flag because that’s what the photo 
is about – the American flag lives and carries 
on,” said Sekletar.

BEST RESIDENTIAL REHAB
1617 Sheridan, South Euclid
Sponsored by Novogradac and Company, LLP

1617 Sheridan Road is located in the Cleveland 
suburb of South Euclid.  Having been built in 
1930, the rehabilitation project encompassed 
the entire house, and lasted four years 
before reaching completion in 2011.  Interior 
renovations included repairing decorative 
plaster ceilings, restoring hardwood floors, 
preserving original moldings and hardware, and 
making improvements in various other areas of 
the home.  Interior storm windows were installed 
throughout the house along with spacers that 
sealed the storm windows tight against the 

surround.  This addition allowed the owners to 
keep the original windows while still making the 
house more energy efficient.   Exterior work on 
the home encompassed the entire building 
envelope.  The exterior renovation of the front 
façade revealed original mosaic tiles, and 
decorative copper panels hidden beneath 
layers of paint.  Those unique features were 
exposed and artfully restored.  

BEST MARKETING PROJECT
Rebranding Campaign, Amherst
Sponsored by OHM

 With growing membership and community 
reach, the Board of Main Street Amherst 
felt it was time to brand themselves as a 
contemporary, youthful and sophisticated 
organization without losing site of their 
dedication to preserving, physically 
maintaining, and economically growing their 
historic downtown.  The main goal of the Board 
was to attract a larger audience with their 
new logo, website, and promotional materials, 
and they did just that.  Since the launch of 
their brand, Main Street Amherst’s membership 
has grown with more businesses reaching 
out to them, as well as seeing an increase 
in attendance at their events and general 

“THE PHOTO IS SO ICONIC.  EVERYONE HAS SEEN IT, AND IT SIGNIFIES SOMETHING DIFFERENT FOR EVERYONE.  FOR ME, IT SIGNIFIES FREEDOM.” 

ABOVE: Mike Sekletar and Ryan Shannon working on the 
“Iwo Jima Photo” Mural
RIGHT: Downtown Wooster

meetings.   In addition, participation from their 
members in Main Street Amherst events has also 
risen.  By utilizing their new brand consistently 
on all of their marketing pieces, Main Street 
Amherst will be able to continue to grow and 
prosper in the present and in the future.

BEST FUNDRAISING EVENT
Heart of the City Dinner Dance, Amherst
Sponsored by  Cohen & Co.

The Heart of the City Dinner Dance and Silent 
Auction is always the last Saturday in February.  
Event Sales have gone from an idea to 19 Event 
Sponsors.  A “zero budget” places the bar high 
to negotiate for donations, flower centerpieces, 
a professional photographer, and an upscale 
jeweler to donate designed diamond rings.  This 
is the only event in Amherst geared towards 
promoting business and business owners with 

a chance to mix and mingle, and 
letting everyone “put a face’ with 
the name.  Attendees have grown 
from under 100 in the first years of 
the event to now 268 attending last 
year.  Just in the last 3 years, net profit 
has increased from just under $6000 
dollars to over $11,300.

MAIN STREET BUSINESS OF THE YEAR
5 Corners Bed & Breakfast, Amherst
Sponsored by global X

Since the opening of 5 Corners Bed 
& Breakfast in 2007, owners Paul and 
Melissa Timko have strived to not only 
grow their business, but to also assist 
other Main Street Amherst supporters 
through unique and creative cross-
marketing ideas.  Upon check-in, a 
Main Street Amherst brochure and 
map is distributed to every guest.  
Menus from the district’s restaurants 
are located in each guest room for 
visitors to view.  5 Corners has created 
a “Best of Amherst” list to provide 
guests with a more detailed list of 
attractions to fit their interests and 
taste buds focusing on the referrals to 
Main Street businesses.

SPIRIT OF MAIN STREET
Main Street Wooster
Sponsored by Chambers, Murphy & Burge 
Restoration Architects

Main Street Wooster was incorporated in 
1985 and implemented in 1987.  Since that 
time, there has been continued focus on the 
economic development of downtown Wooster, 
creation and sustenance of community, a 
reduction in downtown storefront vacancies 
from 42% (1987) to 6% (2011), and events 
attracting more than 200,000 people downtown 
each year.  With more than 140 million dollars 
of public/private downtown reinvestment, 
Main Street Wooster continues to enhance the 
community of Wooster by improving the quality 
of its downtown business and living environment 
through outstanding organization, promotion, 
and design and economic development.

“BECAUSE A BUSINESS THAT MAKES NOTHING BUT MONEY IS A POOR BUSINESS.” Henry Ford
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here” to which she would reply “But I chose 
to come here”. Pat was always interested in 
the betterment of Wellington and served on 
numerous Boards and organizations. Through 
the years Pat was an outspoken champion 
for design review, and the preservation of 
the downtown Wellington’s historic buildings 
including the Herrick Memorial Library.  Pat’s 
legacy lives on through the grants that her fund 
provides to the many Wellington charities and 
programs. 

HERITAGE AWARD
ASM International Headquarters & 
Geodesic Dome
Sponsored by Heritage Ohio Board of 
Trustees

The Chesler Group completed the 
$8 million restoration of the ASM 
International Headquarters building 
and dome in July 2011.  The 60,000 
square foot headquarters building, 
located in Russell Township, Ohio, 
is a globally significant Mid-century 
Modern structure and is one of the 
first “modern” buildings to undergo 
an historic restoration that meets the 
Secretary of Interior Standards for 
Rehabilitation. 

ABOVE: Patricia J. Lindley Heritage Ohio’s 2012 Preserva-
tion Hero
BELOW: Courtyard at the ASM International Headquarters 
& Geodesic Dome

PRESERVATION HERO
Patricia J. Lindley
Sponsored by 
Longwell Legal

Pat Lindley had a 
deep passion for 
Wellington and was 
committed to the 
preservation and 
revitalization of its 
historic downtown. 
She served as the 
Director of the Herrick 
Memorial Library for 
27 years, retiring in 
2001. People teased 
her saying “You’re 
not really even from 

The ASM Headquarters and Geodesic Dome 
renovation marks a significant change for 
historic renovations in the future.  It highlighted 
the beginning of a new era by revealing the 
importance of preserving architecture of 
the recent past.  Since the completion, the 
renovation has received significant local, 
national and international recognition.  ASM 
won Best Architectural Renovation from 
Wallpaper* Magazine in London, Award of 
Excellence from the Cleveland Engineering 
Society and has been published in prominent 
publications such as Architectural Record, 
Metropolis Magazine, ArchDaily and a number 
of local papers.

Once again Heritage Ohio thanks our conference 
sponsors for making this year’s Revitalization 

Conference in Toledo a success.  
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CELEBRATING 25 YEARS!
Main Street Wooster has a lot to celebrate. The program turns 
25 this year, having started in 1987 under the leadership of Main 
Street Manager Sandra Hull. Over those 25 years, Main Street 
Wooster has become an exemplary Main Street Program, and 
the results can be seen everywhere in Wooster’s downtown. 
Storefront occupancy is above 90 percent, and the downtown 
has netted over 130 new businesses in the past quarter century. 
Main Street Wooster has been integral in fostering community 
reinvestment, as over $140 million dollars in public/private funds 
have poured into the downtown. With a thriving downtown 
commercial district, Main Street Wooster has branched out into 
the residential neighborhoods surrounding downtown, successfully 
renovating homes in the Howey Houses project. Any of these 
accomplishments are a feat by themselves, but together, they are 
truly astonishing. For their continued success and embodiment of 
the Main Street Ethic, Heritage Ohio Awarded Main Street Wooster 
with the 2012 Spirit of Main Street Award. 
ABOVE: Preservation Month Photo Contest 3rd place winner, 2010, Sophie 
Dittman, Wooster, Ohio
RIGHT: Children’s tile art project in downtown Wooster

CONTACT POINTS  To find out more on Main Street Wooster, please visit them at 
heritageohio.org/ohiomainstreet/ or at MainStreetWooster.org
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Individual $20
Household $55
*Contributor $125
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*Annual Membership of $125 or more in-
cludes enrollment in our Legacy Circle.

You can help protect and enhance 
the places that matter!
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and  Main Street Programs, please visit our 
website at www.heritageohio.org.


