
LOCAL HISTORY RESEARCH 
R E S O U R C E S  F O R  H I S T O R I C  P R E S E R V A T I O N  



Historical Resources 
O h i o  H i s t o r i c  I n v e n t o r y  

“…brief description of the 
location, background, and 
architecture of a building, 
site, structure, or object” 
Since 1974, includes over 
90,000 properties 

 



Historical Resources 
O h i o  H i s t o r i c  I n v e n t o r y  

Uses 
Federal and state projects that 
might impact historic resources 
Planning & Land use decisions  
Record of historic resources for 
researchers and communities 



Historical Resources 
National  Register  of  Histor ic  Places 

Buildings, districts, or sites of 
historical significance  
Three criteria  

Significant person 
Historical event or pattern 
Architectural   

Financial preservation incentives  
 



Historical Resources 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  D a t a b a s e  

National Register Database 
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-
historic-preservation-office/national-
register-of-historic-places/national-
register-search 

http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/national-register-of-historic-places/national-register-search
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/national-register-of-historic-places/national-register-search
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/national-register-of-historic-places/national-register-search
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/national-register-of-historic-places/national-register-search


Historical Resources 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a s  a  S o u r c e  

Find if research as already been done on 
an architect or site 
Search by 

Architectural styles 
Building use – courthouse, commercial, etc. 
Period of significance (civil war era) 
County/City 
 

 



Historical Resources 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a s  a  S o u r c e  

Contact OHPO to find out if a property 
is already included in the Ohio Historic 
Inventory or listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places 

Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
800 E. 17th Ave., Columbus, OH 43211 
(614) 298-2000 
ohpo@ohiohistory.org 



Historical Resources 
O H P O  M a p p i n g  S y s t e m  

OHPO Mapping System 
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-
historic-preservation-office/online-
mapping-system 

 

http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system
http://www.ohiohistory.org/ohio-historic-preservation-office/online-mapping-system


Historical Resources 
C o u n t y  A u d i t o r  

Franklin County Auditor 
http://www.franklincountyauditor.com/ 

Year built (after 1920) 
Show records of ownership and 
property value 
Sketch & map of property 
Recent photo 

 

http://www.franklincountyauditor.com/


Historical Resources 
S a n b o r n  M a p s  

Detailed maps of approx. 12,000 U.S. 
towns and cities 1887-2007 

Building footprints  
Uses and some building names 
Exterior materials 

http://drc.ohiolink.edu.oh0057.oplin.o
rg/handle/2374.OX/62437 

http://drc.ohiolink.edu.oh0057.oplin.org/handle/2374.OX/62437
http://drc.ohiolink.edu.oh0057.oplin.org/handle/2374.OX/62437


Historical Resources 
C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  

Lists residents of the city, the address 
at which they lived, and often the 
occupation at which they worked. 
(occupant ≠ owner) 
In Columbus, dates back to 1841 
May search by address after 1911 

 



Historical Resources 
C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  

Columbus Polk’s & Haine’s Directories 
are the most useful 
Haine’s includes entire region and 
more comprehensive 

 



Historical Resources 
C i t y  D i r e c t o r i e s  

Search: Grubb (a street) Search: Grubb (a name) 



Historical Resources 
D e e d s  f r o m  C o u n t y  R e c o r d e r  

“Deeds record the transfer of ownership, 
but not the type of development made 
to the property” -CML 

Hints about building construction 
Large value increase over short 
time 
Easement granted to gas/electric 



Historical Resources 
U S  C e n s u s  

Records names, ages, addresses, 
professions, language, etc. 
May only view personal data older 
than 72 years (1940 is latest) 
Current and historical 
demographic/statistical data available 



Historical Resources 
U S  C e n s u s :  I n d i v i d u a l  S e a r c h  

US Census (Address Search) 
http://1940census.archives.gov/ 

Ancestry.com (Name Search) 
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/default.
aspx 
 

http://1940census.archives.gov/
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/default.aspx
http://www.ancestrylibrary.com/default.aspx


Historical Resources 
U S  C e n s u s :  D e m o g r a p h i c s  

Social Explorer 
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/ma
ps/home.aspx 
 
 
 

http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/maps/home.aspx
http://www.socialexplorer.com/pub/maps/home.aspx


Historical Resources 
U S  C e n s u s :  D e m o g r a p h i c s  

Columbus: change in urban density over time 
 
 

Columbus: 1960 Columbus: 2000 



Historical Resources 
U S  C e n s u s :  D e m o g r a p h i c s  

Columbus: African American population 
 
 

Columbus: 1960 Columbus: 2000 



Historical Resources 
N e w s p a p e r s  

Columbus News Index  
Local interest news 1960-1997 
Obituaries 1934-1997 

http://www.columbuslibrary.org/cmlc
nix/searchform.cfm 

Columbus Dispatch Archives 1985-
now 

  
 

http://www.columbuslibrary.org/cmlcnix/searchform.cfm
http://www.columbuslibrary.org/cmlcnix/searchform.cfm


Historical Resources 
S u b j e c t  F o l d e r s  

Subject files on items of significant 
local history interest: 

Newspaper articles 
Obituaries  
Church or Corporate Histories 

Example: Poindexter Village in 
Columbus has a subject folder 



Historical Resources 
 P h o t o  A r c h i v e s  ( l i m i t e d )  

Columbus Library Photo Archives 
http://digital-
collections.columbuslibrary.org/ 
A lot of preservation research is visual 
 

http://digital-collections.columbuslibrary.org/
http://digital-collections.columbuslibrary.org/


Mount 
Vernon Ave, 
Columbus, 
1949 

 
Columbus 

Memory, 
African 
American 
Collection, 
King-Lincoln-
Bronzeville 
Neighborhood 



Historical Resources 
A u d i o v i s u a l  R e s o u r c e s  

Ohio Historical Society 
http://ww2.ohiohistory.org/resource/au
diovis/  

Local Libraries 
Organizations  
(Labor, history museums/groups, 
Ethnic/religious groups, LGBT, etc.) 

http://ww2.ohiohistory.org/resource/audiovis/
http://ww2.ohiohistory.org/resource/audiovis/


Historical Resources 
Z o n i n g  &  L a n d  U s e  

Zoning: local regulations dictating 
what, where and how things can be 
built (since 1920 in most communities) 
Provides land use for a particular time 
and can be helpful in showing 
changes in land use over time 
Kept at city and county level 
 

  
 



Historical Resources 
Z o n i n g  &  L a n d  U s e  

Columbus 
 
Residential 
Manufacturing 
Downtown 
     District 
Commercial 
Parking 

 
 

  
 



Historical Resources 
Z o n i n g  &  L a n d  U s e  

Building permits 
Needed for construction, 
alterations, or demolition 
Usually found at smallest level of 
local govt.: city, township, 
county, etc.  

 
 

  
 



Historical Resources 
Z o n i n g  &  L a n d  U s e  

In Columbus: 
Columbus Department of Building 
Zoning and Services 
http://bzs.columbus.gov/ 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

http://bzs.columbus.gov/
http://bzs.columbus.gov/


Historical Resources 
 U r b a n  R e n e w a l  &  C i t y  P l a n s  

City Plans 
Long Range direction for 
city/community development 
Basis for zoning regulations 
Identify thought processes behind 
existing patterns 

 



Historical Resources 
 U r b a n  R e n e w a l  &  C i t y  P l a n s  

Urban Renewal Plans/ 
Blight studies 

Identified “slums” 
Cleared them 
Rebuilt 

Provides documentation on 
previous neighborhoods 
and changes during 
renewal 
 



Historical Resources 
 Market-Mohawk Urban Renewal 

Slums demolished (left) 
Replaced with building above 



Cultural Research  
A f r i c a n  A m e r i c a n  

Church histories 
Census demographics 
Segregated services 

Birth records 
Cemeteries 
Etc. 

  
 

 



Corporate Research  
A r c h i v e s  

IGA 
Kroger 
Wendy’s 
White Castle 



Institutional Research  
A r c h i v e s  

Public services 
Libraries, fire departments, police, 
schools, etc.  

Licensing boards 
American Institute of Architects 
American Planners Association 
Ohio Architects Board 

 
 



Community Research 
O h i o  

Resources vary from each city/county 
State-wide organizations have 
knowledge of where many of these 
resources are even in smaller towns 

Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
Heritage Ohio 
Local Preservation Organizations 
Universities/Colleges 

 
 



Historical Resources 
G u i d e s  t o  B u i l d i n g  R e s e a r c h  

Columbus Library Guide: 
http://www.columbuslibrary.org/researc
h/tutorials/researching-house-history 

Gordon, Stephen C., How to Complete 
the Ohio Historic Inventory. Columbus: 
The Ohio Historical Society, 1992.  

http://www.columbuslibrary.org/research/tutorials/researching-house-history
http://www.columbuslibrary.org/research/tutorials/researching-house-history
http://www.ohiohistorystore.com/How-to-Complete-the-Ohio-Historic-Inventory-P7424C26.aspx
http://www.ohiohistorystore.com/How-to-Complete-the-Ohio-Historic-Inventory-P7424C26.aspx


Historical Resources 
S i t e  I n s p e c t i o n s  

After  



ARCHITECTURAL HISTORY OF OHIO 



Regional Settlements 
N o r t h e r n  O h i o  

Migrated from New England 
Town style: central village green, 
surrounded by church, courthouses & 
school 
Federal style favored 
Buildings built out of wood 
occasionally brick 



Federal 
1 7 9 0 - 1 8 4 0  

1. End Chimney 
2. Eave 
3. Lintel window head 
4. 9 over 6 sash 
5. Sidelight 
6. Elliptical arch 



Regional Settlements 
C e n t r a l  O h i o  

Settled by Pennsylvania German and 
Scotch-Irish settlers 
Greek Revival style favored 
Buildings built of stone & logs 
1814- German settlers began settling 
German Village 



Greek Revival 
1 8 3 5 - 1 8 6 0  

7.      Pedimented Gable 
8.      Tympanum 
9.      Raking cornice 
10.    Entablature 
11.    Metopes 
12.    Triglyph 
13. Doric order column 
14. Captial 
15. Base 
 



Regional Settlements 
S o u t h e r n  O h i o  

Federal style was favored but differed 
from Northern Ohio 
Georgian Colonial style  is similar to 
federal but with more symmetrical 
lines and fewer embellishments 



Georgian Colonial 
c a .  1 8 3 0  

a. Semi-circular or 
elliptical fanlight 
over door 

b. Small entry porch 
c. Emphasized cornice 
d. Double-hung sash 

windows 
e. Vertical and 

horizontal symmetry 

a 

b 

c 

d 

e 

e 



Golden Lamb Inn 
L e b a n o n ,  O h i o  



The United States 
 1 8 0 3 - 1 8 4 0  

 1803 1812 1826 1830 1776 1840 

United States of 
America wins 
independence 
from England. 

 

War of 1812 
-Transportation expands 
-Electricity harnessed 
-Manufacturing & 
Production increases 

 

America turns 50 years old. 

 

Ohio becomes a state. 

 

Telegraph invented 
increasing communication. 

  

Population increases 
40% between 1830 and 
1840.c 



Gothic Revival 
1 8 3 5 - 1 8 7 0  

20. Tower 
21. Lunettes 
22. Stone banding 
23. String course 
24. Buttress 
25. Gothic arched 

openings 
26. Gabled Entry 
 



St. Julie Church 
H a m i l t o n ,  O h i o  



Italianate 
1 8 5 0 - 1 8 8 0  

16. Multiple-arched 
storefront 

17. Brackets 
18. Hood mold 
19. Plate glass 

16 



Mercantile Block 
H a m i l t o n ,  O h i o  

 



Second Empire 
1 8 5 5 - 1 8 8 5  

30. Central pavilion 
31. Mansard roof 
32. Dormer 
33. Quoins 



Butler County Courthouse 
H a m i l t o n ,  O h i o  



Queen Anne 
1 8 8 0 - 1 9 0 5  

34. Turret 
35. Finial 
36. Bay window 
37. Transom window 
38. Belt course 
 



Hammerle 
H a m i l t o n ,  O h i o  



 1860s 1879 1880s 1887 1851 1900s 

The United States 
 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 0 0  

  

All of Ohio counties 
established. 

 

Civil War 

   

Light filament invented. 

Creation of building 
technologies such as 
the steel “I” beam & 
reinforced concrete 

Westinghouse 
produces escaltors & 
elevators. 

Indoor air conditioning 
system discovered & GE 
creates the light bulb. 

 

Libbey Owens creates the 
continuous drawing 
process of glass. 



Classical Revival 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 4 0  

39. Pediment 
40. Console 
41. Pilaster 
 



Classical Revival 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 4 0  

42. Cornice 
43. Modillion 
44. Dentil 
45. Masonry round arch 
 



Rentschler Building 
H a m i l t o n ,  O h i o  



Greek Revival 
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 4 0  

42. Pediment 
43. Entablature 
44. Columns/Collonade 
45. Symmetrical 
 

42 

43 

44 



Hamilton Memorial Building 
C i n c i n n a t i ,  O h i o  



Colonial Revival 
1 8 9 5 - p r e s e n t  

• Symmetrical Façade 
• Dormered gable 

roofs 
• Portico with Columns 
• Large double hung 

windows 
• Palladian windows 
• Structured, ordered 

and clean style 



Miami University Building 
O x f o r d ,  O h i o  



Downtown Commercial 

46. Projecting eave 
47. Window 

enframement 
48. Chicago window 
49. Spandrel 
50. Pier 
 



Fifth Third Bank 
H a m i l t o n ,  O h i o  



Art Deco 
1 9 2 5 - 1 9 4 0  

• Geometrical designs, 
often in the form of 
parallel straight lines, 
zigzags, chevrons 
and stylized floral 
motifs 

• Vertical emphasis 
 



Art Deco 
1 9 2 5 - 1 9 4 0  



International 
1 9 2 0 - 1 9 5 0  

• Bauhaus School of 
Design Theory 

• Modern materials 
• Structural forms  
• Lack of 

ornamentation 
• Concrete 
• Glass – curtain walls 
• Metal 



Moderne 
1 9 3 0 - 1 9 4 5  

• Streamlined 
• Horizontal orientation 
• Rounded edges  
• Ribbon or band of 

windows 
• Flat roof 
• Smooth wall finish  
• Modern materials such as 

steel 

 



Mid-Century Modern 
1 9 3 3 - 1 9 6 5  

• More organic & less formal 
than International style 

• Simplicity 
• Democratic Design 
• Natural Forms 
• Large Windows 
• Open Floor Plans 
• Bringing the “outdoors in” 

 



Brutalism 
1 9 4 5 - 1 9 6 0  

• Raw and exposed 
materials 

• Textured surfaces mainly 
patterned concrete 

• Windows consist of tiny 
openings 

• Mechanical systems are 
left exposed on the 
interior of the bare 
structure  



Cultural Research 
E n d  R e s u l t  

The purpose of historical research and 
architectural research is to identify the 
significance of the site 
Significance determines the role the site 
played in local, state or national history 
National Register  
Ohio Historic Inventory 
Academic essays or articles 
 

 



Cultural Research 
E n d  R e s u l t  

 
Examples of Significance 
Drayton Hall (p. 77) 

Outstanding Architectural Example 
Social Context 

Sunset Hills neighborhood (p. 97) 
Connect to national context 
American phenomenon 

 
 

 



Cultural Research 
E n d  R e s u l t   

Examples of Significance  
MLK Library Branch (p. 106) 

Ohio Historic Inventory 
Social Context 

Rush Creek Village Historic District    
(p. 108) 

National Register 
Wrightian Architecture 

 
 

 



Historical Resources 
Architec tural  H istor y References 

Building Ohio: A Traveler’s Guide to 
Ohio’s Rural Architecture (Jane Ware) 
A Field Guide to American Houses 
(Virginia & Lee McAlister) 
Elements of Style: A Practical 
Encyclopedia of Interior Architectural 
Details from 1485 to the Present 
(Stephen Calloway) 



Historical Resources 
Architec tural  H istor y References 

American Architecture: A History 
(Leland M. Roth) 
Common Places (Dell Upton) 
Borderland: Origins of the 
American Suburb (J.R. Stilgoe) 
Building the Dream: A Social 
History of Housing in America (G. 
Wright) 



Christie Chapman 
christine.a.chapman@gmail.com 

Americorps Volunteer 

Andrew Neutzling 
a.j.neutz@gmail.com 

Americorps Volunteer  
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Drayton Hall 
 

 Drayton Hall stands three stories of primarily brick.  White wooden details 

make up the cornice and window trims.  Two flanking stairs lead, in one run 

each, towards the Palladian style portico ending in a central pediment.  The roof 

hips twice at different angles, interrupted only by two chimneys.  The dominant, 

white columns are English imports of Portland stone.  Drayton Hall was made for 

John Drayton in Charleston, South Carolina between the dates of 1738 and 

1742, falling within the architectural dates of the Georgian. 

The stylistic characteristics, also, place Drayton Hall within the Georgian 

style.  Bilateral symmetry and cubical façade are distinctive elements of the 

Georgian.  The striking Doric columns on the main level lead into the Ionic 

columns on the second level.  Other Georgian elements include the hipped roof, 

stringcourses, prominent cornice, and windows.1  Particularly, the double-hung 

                                            
1 Leland M. Roth, American Architecture: A History (Boulder: Westview Press, 2001), 73. 



sash windows with rectangular panes deviate from previously used casement.2  

The entire exterior maintains bilateral symmetry around the sides and also on the 

back.  On the reverse façade, the center windows and main level door have 

typical classical elements.   

The main level back door has Doric pilasters on either side supporting an 

entablature and triangular pediment.  The three center windows located directly 

above are similar in classical ornament with flanking Ionic pilasters, entablatures, 

and triangular and segmented pediments.  The use of the Doric order on the 

main level and the Ionic order on the second story, reflect the superimposition 

used on the main façade.  The superimposition of the columns follows Italian 

architectural treatises, showing that the builder of Drayton Hall had access to 

these.  Palladio’s Four Books of Architecture was popularly reproduced in the 

American colonies, which would have contained the properties of superimposed 

columns.3  The use of pilasters and columns continue on the interior of the home. 

The interiors of the Drayton Hall plantation elaborately follow classical 

ornament.  Elaborate wood paneling decorates the walls.  Pilasters flank 

doorways; Doric on the main level, and Corinthian on the second.  Other 

classical details, such as swags, metopes with triglyphs, are all present and 

typical of Georgian interiors.4  There are a total of ten interior fireplaces using two 

chimneys in the home, all but one of which, have a mantel with carved 

overmantel.  Each fireplace is different, possibly indicating the social function of 

each room. 

                                            
2 Ibid. 
3 Roth, 73. 
4 Roth, 87. 



 

Figure 1 

 
The mantel and overmantel in the Drawing Room is located on the second 

level over the Great Hall (Figure 1).5  The fireplace is an exquisite example of 

classical elements.  The fireplace has a rectangular opening of stone, possibly 

limestone, which has been covered over the years.  The structural brickwork is 

visible and has only a slight ledge separating it from the overmantel.  A 

rectangular panel divides the lower half of the fireplace from the elaborate, heavy 

top decoration.  The geometric-shaped panel contains a carved decoration, 

possibly or garland or fruits.  The large cornice protruding 12” into the room is 

held up by two brackets, and supports a broken pediment, which curves into two 

rosettes centered on a shell.  The mantel and overmantel are symmetrical and 

                                            
5 The HABS drawing label this fireplace as the one found in the Drawing Room, however, the 
picture of the same fireplace has windows on the left of the room, a wall to its right, and has a 
visible passage on the left into the next room.  The presence of Ionic columns causing me to think 
that the HABS drawing is mislabeled and the fireplace is actually that of the Ionic room. 



follow closely classical motifs.  The shell and carved console are reminiscent of 

the Rococo style, which is directly related to Georgian interiors.6 

There are six main rooms on the main level: Great Hall, Stairhall, Library, 

Ionic Room, Dining Room, and Chamber.7  The same six spaces are continued 

on the second story.  One enters into the Great Hall, which continues to the 

Stairhall the length of the house.  Another aspect of the floor plan important to 

Georgian style homes is the double-pile plan.8  A double-pile plan only calls for a 

division of central hall flanked by two important front rooms and two lesser 

importance back rooms.9  Often examples have rooms of the same depth, 

however, Drayton Hall’s floor plan has rooms of different depths (Figure 2 & 3).  

 

Figure 2: Drayton Hall First Floor Figure 3: Wythe House Plan 

 

Stairs, size and length, tend to alter the symmetry of some early American 

homes.  Due to the space required by the Stairhall, the room depths may have 

been altered to accommodate them.  Roth’s argument that a double-pile plan 

                                            
6 Roth, 87. 
7 The room names are taken from the HABS and do not accurately reflect, in all cases, the 
purpose of the room. For instance, the Ionic Room is purely named due to the Ionic pilasters in 
the room. 
8 Roth, 73. 
9 Ibid. 



consists of the two more important rooms in the front, and two lesser rooms 

behind them, could be countered with the Drayton hall example.10  The back 

rooms are deeper than the front rooms (Figure 1).  The prominence in size of 

these rooms could denote that they are the more importance rooms, while the 

front rooms have less importance.  By far, however, the largest room is the Great 

Hall. 

The development of the hall in the Georgian home served a particular 

purpose.  The hall separated the entrance and public space from the more 

private spaces of the families.11  At this time in American social history, owners of 

the property were seeking to further themselves from their help, as well as exert 

their social status.12  People were beginning to distinguish themselves within 

their own society.  The home became an integral part of the expression of wealth 

and status.  “(T)he visual character embodied the new social function.”13  Status 

was visually shown through out the Drayton Hall plantation.  Brick was a valuable 

material showing the wealth of the builder.14  The classical elements and 

reference to Palladio also illustrates the intelligence and culture of the owner.  

However, interior decoration can also be a determiner for status and place in 

society. 

Society has always required a system.  Place and status are by-products 

of these beliefs.  Instead of showing their status through the social layout of the 
                                            
10 Ibid. 
11 Dell Upton, “Vernacular Domestic Architecture in Eighteenth-Century Virginia,” in Common 
Places, ed. Dell Upton and John Michael Vlach (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1986), 317 
and 321. 
12 Roth, 73. 
13 Upton, 321. 
14 Camille Wells, “The Planter’s Prospect: Houses, Outbuildings, and Rural Landscapes in 
Eighteenth-Century Virginia,” Winterthur Portfolio 28 (Spring 1993): 7.  



floor plan, people may have relied upon objects and artifacts as determiners.15  

Taking the opposite view of Upton, Neiman resolves that society has always had 

rich and poor.  The early 18th century in America was no different.  Floor plans of 

homes did not established by the status of people in society, but instead the 

society relied upon visible elements, such as bricks, and the Georgian style 

home.16  Distribution of artifacts and objects to show wealth and status is not 

confined to the Southern Tidewater colonies, which encase Drayton Hall.  St. 

George shows that wealth is expressed through use of space and the distribution 

of artifacts among these spaces.17 

 

 

  
 

                                            
15 Fraser D. Neiman,  “Domestic Architecture at the Clifts Plantation: The Social Context of Early 
Virginia Building,” in Common Places, ed. Dell Upton and John Michael Vlach (Athens: University 
of Georgia Press, 1986), 311. 
16 Ibid. 
17 Robert Blair St. George, “Set Thine House in Order: The Dommestication of the Yeomanry in 
17th Century New England,” in Common Places ed. Dell Upton and John Michael Vlach (Athens: 
University of Georgia Press, 1986), 360. 
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Sunset Hills to Starmount:  

A brief look at Greensboro’s Suburban Development 

 

Greensboro’s suburban develop began in the 1880’s, when urban dwellings were 

being criticized for inadequate and unsanitary living conditions.  Life in the suburbs was 

depicted as idyllic and pastoral, far different from the crowded city life.  Andrew Jackson 

Downing’s publications popularized the nineteenth-century suburban setting.  His plans 

showed homes set back from the road with curved paths and gardens.  Downing’s 

influence on suburban landscapes can still be seen in the twentieth-century 

developments.1   

Early developments in Greensboro remained relatively close to the downtown, 

such as Fisher Park to the north, College Hill to the west, and suburbs to the south.  The 

developments provided a bucolic place to live, while still permitting easy access to jobs.  

After the 1910’s, suburban life flourished.  In Greensboro from 1915-1919, an average of 

250 new dwellings were built each year.  Growth continued from 1920 to 1924, as 463 

homes were built in Greensboro a year.2  The subsequent depression halted further 

development, which would pick up again in the 1940’s to meet the needs of the post-

WWII generation. 

                                                           
1 Dolores Hayden, Building Suburbia: Green Fields and Urban Growth, 1820-2000 (New York:  Pantheon Books, 
2003), 27. 
2 Marvin Brown, Greensboro: An Architectural Record (Greensboro:  Preservation Greensboro, Inc./Junior 
League of Greensboro/City of Greensboro, 1995), 78. 



Locations of these early developments were based on the main centers of 

Greensboro.  Streetcars, bus lines, and railroads influenced where neighborhoods were 

planned. 3  Other considerations were previously established neighborhoods already in 

close proximity to industries and commercial areas.  In Greensboro, the five colleges also 

drew developments around them.  The next wave of developments, after 1910, corrected 

the previously grid subdivisions of uniformed housing.  The new developments spread 

out diverse housing types and styles among natural parks and community green spaces.  

The natural setting of suburbs separated homes from the bustle of everyday city life, 

making them an attractive place to live. 

The desire to live in the suburbs brought about developments that were largely 

unplanned and unregulated.  Building construction was often haphazard with little 

regard for the overall impact of the development.  Industrial buildings were placed close 

to residential homes without concern for its effect.  Profit was often the bottom line.  In 

residential areas, sewage, trash disposal, and other amenities available within the city 

limits were not always provided in the rapid developing suburbs.  No building 

ordinances or restrictions were in place to prevent such random growth by private 

investors.  By 1925, the U.S. Supreme Court passed zoning and land-use laws to control 

growth on a strategic, planned level.4 

A major financial influence on the emergence of subdivisions in America was the 

creation of home and building loans.  During the Hoover administration of the 1920’s, 

suburbs were poorly built and had no regulations.  As a response, the National 

Association of Real Estate Boards (NAREB) was established to lobby for real estate and 

                                                           
3 Brown, 80. 
4 Leland M. Roth, American Architecture: A History (Boulder:  Westview Press, 2001), 395-6. 



income tax deductions in order to stimulate housing production through loan 

guarantees.5  The loans provided developers the funds necessary to properly build 

subdivisions.  During the same period, the Federal Housing Administration (FHA) 

provided loans for homeowners needing funding for modern necessities, such as 

electricity, as well as for mortgages.6  “(I)t was NAREB’s influence on the FHA’s 

mortgage insurance for private developments that had the greatest long-term effect on 

patterns of American urbanization.”7  In Greensboro, the development of Sunset Hills 

took advantage of the new loans.  Sunset Hills was planned in 1925 largely due to the 

involvement of the A.K. Moore Realty Co.8   

Sunset Hills occupied the area between College Hill, directly west of downtown 

Greensboro, and Pomona Mill Village, southwest of downtown.  The location for Sunset 

Hills was chosen for its proximity to outlying jobs as well as the downtown area.  Like 

previous developments in Greensboro, no official designer was known to have been 

involved in its planning.  In 1923, Greensboro’s towns limit extended to include Sunset 

Hills.  The new development sought to include the idea of community, not just 

residences. 

                                                           
5 Hayden, 122. 
6 Hayden, 123. 
7 Hayden, 152. 
8 Brown 87. 



 

Curved roads marked the entrances to Sunset Hills (Figure 1).  In the center of 

the development, a large boulevard, Greenway, provided a green space for residents 

(Figure 2).  The green space offered a park-like central gathering area for the members of 

Sunset Hills.  The homes also sit well back from the street.  Sunset Hill’s regulations 

required a house to be a minimum of 45 feet from the road.  The homes were placed 

slightly higher, and in some cases considerably higher, than the street level.  At street 

level, the neighborhood was lined with sidewalks for pedestrian traffic.  

The lack of any commercial or industrial buildings added to the tranquil setting 

of Sunset Hills.  Zoning restricted any building, other than a church or school, to be built 

in the development.9  The zoning specifically aimed at keeping industries and 

commercial business out of the residential area, thus further Downing’s suburban ideal of  

                                                           
9 Brown, 398. 

Figure 1:  Greensboro and Guilford County Map (Map Supply Inc.). 



   

 

life away from work.  Our Lady of Grace Catholic Church was the closest non-residential  

building to the subdivision located across the street on West Market.  Sunset Hills was 

considered the “largest successful real estate undertaking to date.”10 

Dolores Hayden, in Building Suburbia, defined seven types of suburbia due to the 

history and design features.  Picturesque Enclaves was one of these types.  The 

Picturesque Enclave sought to bring the idea of community to previous Borderland 

suburbs, which still heavily relied on the downtown.11  The development sought to 

perfect the idea of a neighborhood.  An example of a Picturesque Enclave was Llewellyn 

Park, located in West Orange, New Jersey.  Llewellyn Park provided “Country Homes for 

City People.”12   Alexander Jackson Davis designed Llewellyn Park to compliment its 

surrounding nature (Figure 3).  Homes were designed to include private gardens.  Fences 

were prohibited.  Commercial development was barred.13  Llewellyn Park was a “heavily 

landscaped suburb with substantial private houses next to shared parks.”14  Although 

the ideal of Llewellyn Park was never completed, nor truly lived in, its intentions 

represent the model for a Picturesque Enclave.  

                                                           
10 Brown, 87. 
11 Hayden, 45. 
12 Hayden, 54. 
13 Hayden, 59. 
14 Hayden, 60. 

Figure 2:  The Park located between the 
Greenway boulevards in Sunset Hills. 

Figure 3:  Picturesque Enclave, Llewellyn 
Park, NJ (Hayden, 55). 



        

 

A characteristic of Hayden’s Picturesque Enclaves was the controlled use of space 

for community and residences only.15  Sunset Hills discouraged the use of fences, to 

provide a better sense of community, a regulation that has remained in effect even today.  

Also, in a Picturesque Enclave, a home was to be a minimum of 30 feet from the road.16  

Sunset Hill’s regulations furthered this minimum requirement to 45 feet from the road 

(Figure 4).  The set back homes gave the feeling of spaciousness to the winding roads of 

the suburbs.  Sunset Hills also integrated parks, communal space, and sidewalks into the 

design of the suburb, another requirement of Hayden’s Picturesque Enclave.   

Built after Sunset Hills, the development of Starmount was located just to the 

west.  The development slowed during the depression, and did not pick up again until 

post-WWII in the 1940’s.  The design took the naturalistic curves of Sunset Hills even 

further (See Figure 1).  Sunset Hills has curved roadways at the entrances, but the overall 

interior roads comprise of a grid, while all of Starmount’s roads wind and curve.  

Covering more acreage than Sunset Hills, Starmount provides its residents with more  

communal spaces, which go beyond the idea of a central park, and offers more interactive 

settings (Figure 5).  Starmount also contained a Country Club. 

                                                           
15 Hayden, 59. 
16 Hayden, 64. 

Figure 4:  Tudor Revival Home set back 
from the street in Sunset Hills. 

Figure 5: Soccer game at one of Starmount’s 
Communal Spaces. 



Starmount presented a difficult suburban development type.  The original plans 

were conceived in the late 1930’s; however, the subdivision mainly housed the post-

WWII housing needs.  The conceptual design suggests a similarity to Sunset Hills as a 

Picturesque Enclave with its communal spaces and winding roads.  However, Starmount 

was the first development planned with automobiles in mind.  The design consequently 

eliminated sidewalks.  Also, Starmount contained more modest homes.  These last two 

reasons place Starmount as a Sitcom Suburb. 

 

According to Hayden, a Sitcom Suburb was planned with mass-consumption in 

mind, housed the post-WWII demand for housing, built cheaper and generic homes, and 

was designed with automobile traffic in mind.17   Lacking any streetcar access, 

Starmount incorporated the automobile into its design.  The development removed its 

sidewalks, and focused on street traffic.  The incorporation of the automobile gave 

residents more freedom to live in an area without streetcars, bus lines, or railways and 

still travel to work and the downtown areas.  Although Sunset Hills has adapted to the 

use of the automobile, the change is evident.  Homes in Sunset Hills often have driveways 

with no garage space, or garages often mismatch the age and design of the house showing 

it as a later addition (Figure 6). 

                                                           
17 Hayden, 128-136. 

Figure 6:  Sunset Hills' development.  
The main house is made from brick and 
vertical wood siding, while the garage 
consists of a more modern horizontal 
siding. 



Starmount’s homes were also considered “stripped down versions” of Sunset 

Hills' homes.18   Homes at Sunset Hills were intentionally built for the affluent, an 

important aspect of Hayden’s Picturesque Enclaves.19  The residences at Starmount were 

smaller in size as well as simpler in decoration.  Both subdivisions have Colonial Revival 

homes.  However, Colonial Revival homes at Sunset Hills were often two-stories with 

embellished classical entrances.  In Figure 7, the home also had a decorative fence around 

the front garden which mimics the widow’s walk above the side addition.  In Starmount, 

the Colonial Revival homes were usually one-and-a-half stories with either simple 

columns or pilasters at the entrance (Figure 8).   The more modest homes were indicative 

of the Sitcom Suburb type defined by Hayden. 

    

 

 

 Greensboro’s suburban developments followed the overall national patterns 

established by Hayden, in Building Suburbia.  The subdivisions contained naturalistic 

curved roads lined with spacious lots.  Each home varied from the one adjacent and 

communal parks allowed residents to gather.  Sunset Hills was designed with the intent 
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19 Hayden, 66. 

Figure 7: Colonial Revival Home in 
Sunset Hills. 

Figure 8:  Colonial Revival Home in 
Starmount. 



of quiet residential spaces away from work and the city of Greensboro, following the 

Picturesque Enclave model.  Sunset Hills' homes were well-built for the wealthy.  The 

lack of fences with the inclusion of green spaces allowed for community development.  

Following Sunset Hills’ development, Starmount took the form of the Sitcom Suburb, 

largely planned around the automobile.  With the invention of the personal vehicle, 

developments no longer relied on public transportation to reach them, giving planners 

more freedom in location and residents more freedom in movement.  A down-side to 

Starmount’s design was the lack sacrifice of sidewalks to the two-lane roads. 

 Neither Sunset Hills nor Starmount would have been successful without the 

1920’s developments of zoning regulations and home loans.  Builders could afford to take 

the development risk, and residents found funding for mortgages and necessary property 

updates.  Residents could also rely that subdivisions would be built with a specific 

standard of sanitation and amenities.  These standardizations helped to achieve the ideal 

life portrayed by the suburban paradises in Downing’s nineteenth-century publications. 
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