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GAPP’s Mission 

Identify and properly manage historic 

and cultural resources while encouraging 

exploration and development of energy 

reserves. 



Scale of Shale Development 



Ohio Shale  

Development 

• Utica = 15 trillion cubic 

feet of natural gas and 

5.5 billion barrels of oil 

 

• 3 million acres already 

leased in Ohio ($7.5 

billion to landowners) 

 

• 1,061 horizontal wells 

drilled as of 9/6/2014; 

1,487 wells permitted  



The Risk 



Ohio Risk Assessment Model 



Our Approach 

Devise, exchange, and help 

implement voluntary practices 

that facilitate development, 

manage risk, and yield positive 

outcomes for historic and 

cultural resources and the 

communities that value them.   



Our Partners 
 
• Shell 

 

• Southwestern Energy 

 

• Hess Corporation 

 

• Society for American 

Archaeology 

 

• American Cultural 

Resources Association 

 

• … and many others 



Working Groups 

• Identification & Information 

Resources 

 

• Significance & Valuation 

 

• Adoption, Implementation & 

Assessment 

 

• Public Value & Public 

Engagement 



Voluntary 

Practices 

• Screening Tool 

• Significance 

Model 

• User Manual 



Screening Tool 



Publicly Available Data 

National Register 

Historic Properties 

Mapped cemetery 

locations 

Heritage 

management areas 



Identify Project Area 



Publicly Available Data 

Buried Site Potential 



Summary Report  



Sensitivity Models  



Site Location Information 

• State Historic Preservation 

offices 

• Individual state digital 

repositories 

• National digital repository 

• Integrated data 



Challenges 

 Who owns the data?  

 Who has a right to access the data?  

 Where are the repositories?  

 What organization serves as the repository?  

 What standards?  

 What are the QA/QC procedures?  

 Who is responsible for accuracy?  

 What are the costs of conversion & maintenance?  

 How will the screening tool be funded? 

 



Determining Significance 
Known sites are analyzed and assigned a 

numeric value based on criteria determined by 

GAPP cultural resource experts. These values 

are then translated into an easy to understand 

value: 

 Red: Avoid if at all possible  

 Yellow:  Additional investigation is 

 recommended 

 Green: Low significance/ no avoidance 

 necessary 



User Manual 

 Process / decision tree that can be integrated into 

existing business practices 

 Chance finds procedure 

 GAPP provides training and technical assistance to both 

energy companies and cultural resources consultants  

 



www.gasandpreservation.org 
info@gasandpreservation.org 

 
GAPP is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit and contributions are tax 

deductible. 
 


