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Certified Local Governments and 

the CLG Grant 



• Federal-state-local partnership for protecting 

historic resources 

 

• Emphasizes local responsibility for 

documentation and protection of historic 

resources 

 

• Highlights the importance of local  

 review in National Register  

 nomination process 

What is Certified Local 

Government? 



• 1966 Historic Preservation Act 

– Created National Register of Historic Places and 

Section 106 Process to protect listed properties 

 

• Cities desired local input in National Register 

process 

 

• 1980 Amendments to 1966 Act created the CLG 

program 

Brief History of Certified Local 

Government 



Who is Certified? 
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• A strong local historic preservation program 

 

• Review authority for local National Register 

nominations 

 

• Eligibility for CLG Grants 

 

• Eligibility for training, technical assistance, and 

additional benefits from Ohio Historic 

Preservation Office (OHPO) 

What Does CLG Mean For You and 

Your Community? 



• Submit historic preservation ordinance to OHPO 

 

• Revise ordinance if necessary 

 

• Submit all application materials to OHPO 

 

• OHPO final review and submission to National 

Park Service 

 

• Certification 

Getting Certified 



What is the CLG Grant? 

• Federal funding to achieve local historic 

preservation goals 

 

• 10% of entire federal Historic Preservation Fund 

allocation to State Historic Preservation Office 

 

• Competitive grant process 

 

• 40% matching grant 



• Budget of expenses 

 

• Follow required grant application format 

 

• Submit a draft of your application for review 

 

• All work must meet necessary U.S. Secretary of 

the Interior’s Standards 

The CLG Grant Application 



State Funding Priorities 

• 2012 Priorities: 
– Projects to develop or update local historic preservation planning 

documents or the implementation of the community’s historic 
preservation plan recommendations  
 

– Community or neighborhood-based survey projects that promote sound 
preservation planning through the completion of systematic identification 
and evaluation of historic resources  
 

– Projects to survey, nominate, or rehabilitate resources of the recent 
past, such as mid-20th century properties  
 

– Projects that encourage local protection of historic properties through 
local designations  
 

– Education projects with emphasis on green technology or innovative 
use of technology related to historic buildings  
 

– Projects that address an immediate threat to a National Register of 
Historic Places-listed property 



The Match 

• Budget must include match source 
– Volunteer labor 

– In-kind services 

– Cash 

 

• Must be at least 40% of total project cost 

 

• No federal funds (except Community 
Development Block Grants (CDBG)) may be 
used for match 



Administrative Agent 

• Nonprofit may receive grant funds 

 

• CLG is the applicant, funds are channeled 

through to administrative agent 

 

• Budget, audit, and all other application 

information still necessary 



What Can You do With the Grant? 

• Planning 

 

• Survey & Inventory 

 

• Registration 

 

• Pre-Development 

• Development 

 

• Acquisition 

 

• Public Education & 
Other 



Planning Projects 

• Historic preservation plan 

 

• Local ordinance updates 

 

• Cultural resource management plan 

 

• Develop context for future survey & evaluation
  

• Advance mapping & analysis technology 



Planning Projects 



Survey Projects 

• Reconnaissance (windshield) survey 

 

• Intensive survey 

 

• Project Details 

– Require use of Ohio Historic Inventory 
(OHI)/Ohio Archaeological Inventory (OAI) 
forms 

– Require survey report 



Survey Projects 



Registration Projects 

• National Register nominations 

 

• Local Designation nominations 

 

• Project Details 

– Preliminary Questionnaire submission 

required 3 weeks prior to grant application 

deadline for NR nomination projects 



Registration Projects 



Pre-Development Projects 

• Feasibility/adaptive reuse study 

 

• Historic structure report 

 

• Structural assessment report 

 

• Development of bid-ready architectural drawings 

& specifications 



Pre-Development Projects 



Development Projects 

• Construction-related activities for restoration or 
rehabilitation of a National Register-listed 
property 

 

• Specific Details 
– All specifications & drawings must be approved by 

OHPO prior to work 

– Work must meet U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation or Restoration 

– Historic Preservation letter of agreement or covenant 
required prior to release of grant funds 



Development Projects 



Acquisition Projects 

• Purchase of a National Register-listed property  

– Must be threatened with demolition, impairment or 

other controllable damage 



Public Education & Other Projects 

• Design guidelines  

 

• Walking tour brochures 

 

• Workshops 

 

• Training 



Public Education & Other Projects 



Cannot Fund 

• Lobbying 

 

• Section 106 or other mitigation projects 

 

• Fundraising efforts 

 

• Work involving religious properties 

 

• Curation and museum interpretation 



CLG Grant Tips 

• Start early!  Send in drafts and work with our 

office 

 

• Look at our yearly statewide funding priorities—

does your project match one of them? 

 

• A clear budget 

 

• Think creatively 



This presentation is made possible in part by a grant from the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior, 

administered by the Ohio Historic Preservation Office of the Ohio Historical Society. This program receives federal 

financial assistance for identification and protection of historic properties. The U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits 

discrimination in departmental federally assisted programs on the basis of race, color, national origin, age or disability. 

Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a 
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