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   Agency Overview  

• MISSION: The Ohio Arts Council is a state 
agency that funds and supports quality 
arts experiences to strengthen Ohio 
communities culturally, educationally, and 
economically.  

 

• VISION: Providing leadership and voice for 
the arts to transform people and 
communities. 

 

• INVESTMENT and INNOVATION 



• Founded in 1965 
 

• Main offices in Rhodes State Office Tower, 
30 East Broad St., 33rd floor 
 

• Operates Riffe Gallery in Riffe Center for 
Government and the Arts 
 

• Funded by Ohio Legislature and Ohio 
Governor 
 

• OAC Board has 15 voting members, four 
non-voting 
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• Fiscal year 2015 budget of $11.3 million 
 

• Annual per capita, roughly $0.98, ranking 
Ohio 17th  
 

• Awarded $9.9 million in grants to schools, 
artists, organizations presenting arts 
programming in FY 2014; overall request 
$14.4 million (69 percent) 
 

• Funded 632 applications in FY 2014; 
received 1,067 applications (59 percent) 
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• Competitive grant from NEA 
 

• FY15 NEA grant $949,700, all granted out 
 

• 2nd highest grant in nation – for the fifth 
year in a row 
 

• Other funding received for Arts Education, 
Arts in Underserved Communities, Folk and 
Traditional Arts, Poetry Out Loud 
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Board Chair Jeff Rich 
 

Board Vice Chair Ginger Warner 
 

Executive Director Donna S. Collins 
 

Deputy Director Dan Katona 
 

Director of Innovation and Engagement Christy Farnbauch 
 

Constituent Investment/Grants Office Director Dia Foley 
 

Individual Artist Office Director Ken Emerick 

   Leadership  



• Most grants require 1:1 match 
 

• Average OAC dollar matched by $53 
outside dollars 
 

• Applications completed online via OLGA 
system since 2005, moving in November to 
new ARTIE (Arts Resources through 
Innovation and Engagement) 
 

• Nonprofit organizations, schools, and 
individuals eligible to receive funding  
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• Organizations 
 

• Arts Learning 
 

• Artists 
 

• Other Programs 
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Organizations 
 
                   Sustainability – March 1, 2019 
Operating Support 

                  Arts Access – March 1, 2017 
 

•Project Support (will be newly defined) 
 
•Building Cultural Diversity 
 
•Capacity Building – December 1 & June 1 
 
•Ohio Artists on Tour (fee support) – May 15 
 
•Artists with Disabilities Access 
 
•Arts Partnership – March 1 
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New Guidelines and New ARTIE 
Grants system  

will be launched  
November 2, 2015 

 
 

   Grantmaking  



• Open, public panel meetings 
 

• Peer review adjudication 
 

• Competitive Grant process where clear 
criteria is used to score & evaluate 

applications 
 

• Scores relate to grant $$ received 
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oac.ohio.gov  



• Focusing the Light evaluation and program 
planning guides – FREE 

 

 

   Other Resources  



• ArtsinOhio.com online event finder 

 

• Artist on Tour Roster 

 

• Ohio Arts Festivals & Competitions guide 

 

• Percent for Art program and database 

 

• Ohio Online Visual Artist Registry  

 (OOVAR, www.ohioonlinearts.org) 

 

• Individual Artist Opportunities database (calls for 
entries, internships, festivals, RFPs, etc.) 

   Other Resources  

http://www.ohioonlinearts.org/
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• Arts in Autism 

• Commissioned VSA Ohio on how OAC can 
support young people with Autism Spectrum 
Disorder  

 

• Artful Aging Ohio 

• New initiative aims to study and encourage 
development of arts experiences and 
creative expression for older adults 
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• New online grantmaking system 

 

• Redesigned agency website 

 

• Innovation and Engagement 

 

• Celebrating 50 years of public support of 
the arts in Ohio! 

 

 

   Coming soon…  



Questions? 

Dan.Katona@oac.state.oh.us 


