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 25% tax credit to encourage owners and long-term 

lessees to rehabilitate historic buildings 

 Competitive program requiring an application prior to 

undertaking rehabilitation 

 Can be used with the 20% federal program 

 Administered in partnership with: 

 Ohio Historic Preservation Office (OHPO)  

 Review eligibility as ‘historic building’  

 Review rehabilitation plans 

 Ohio Department of Taxation (ODT) 

Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit 





 Technical assistance and small grants to plan  

and prepare historic properties for rehabilitation 

 Primary goal of the initiative is to develop a pipeline of 

properties eligible for the OHPTC program 

 OHPTC requires properties to qualify as a ‘historic 

building’ at the time of application 

 Nominating buildings and districts targeted for 

redevelopment is a good first step toward advancing 

rehabilitation projects 

 $90,000 for 18 month pilot 

Pipeline Pilot Initiative 



 ‘Historic building’ definition for OHPTC purposes means 

the property meets any of these: 

 Individually listed on National Register 

 Contributes to National Register Historic District 

 Contributes to NPS Certified Historic District 

  OR 

 Local landmark in Certified Local Government (CLG) 

 Contributes to CLG Local Historic District 

 Properties with only CLG designation are not eligible for 

federal program 

 National Register is the focus of the Pipeline Initiative 

 

 

Definition of ‘Historic Building’ 



A. National Register Nomination for Individual Building 

 Grant up to $4,000 for third-party research and 

consulting to nominate a building 

 Must have support of property owner 

 

B. National Register Nomination for a Historic District 

 Grant up to $8,000 for third-party research and 

consulting to nominate OR amend a district 

 Must have support of majority of property owners 

and local jurisdiction 

Pipeline Project Types 



C. NR Integrity Investigation of an Individual Building 

 Grant up to $8,000 for brick and mortar activities to 

the exterior of a building to reveal intact historic 

materials (e.g. remove a non-historic façade) 

Pipeline Project Types 



D. Multiple Property Planning for an Area 

 Grant up to $8,000 for third-party research and 

consulting to complete a National Register Multiple 

Property Documentation form 

 Form is intended to facilitate nomination of buildings 

or districts in a specified area or context 

 Must have recommendation from OHPO to pursue 

 Not expected to be a central focus of initiative 

 

Pipeline Project Types 



 Two-part application process: 

1) National Register Questionnaire 

2) Development Application 

 Project Budget & Description 

 Property Owners Support (Type A, B, & C) 

 Jurisdiction Support (Type B) 

 Redevelopment Potential Narrative 

 Make the case that the property or properties have 

potential for commercial or multi-family house 

redevelopment using OHPTC  

Pipeline Application Process 



 Complete applications will be funded first-come; first 

served, based on funding availability 

 In order to reach a greater number of communities, only 

one application will be funded from a jurisdiction every 

two consecutive quarters (every six months) 

 Applications not funded because of funding availability or 

jurisdictional location will be retained for six months in the 

event funding becomes available 

 Development reserves the right to not approve any 

application not judged to have sufficient commercial or 

multi-family housing redevelopment potential 

Pipeline Funding Determinations 



 Preliminary step to determine if properties qualify for 

nomination to the National Register of Historic Places 

 Designed to gather basic information about the property’s 

age, history, and current appearance 

 National Register Questionnaires reviewed weekly by a 

team of Ohio Historic Preservation Office staff 

 Provide written recommendation – proceed with a 

National Register nomination, need more information, or 

property is not a strong candidate for nomination 

 National Register Questionnaires (Individual Property, 

Historic District) available at www.ohiohistory.org or  

614-298-2000 

National Register Questionnaire 

http://www.ohiohistory.org/


 AGE 

 Property is 50 years old or older 

 Properties less than 50 must have exceptional significance 

 SIGNIFICANCE 

 A. Event or broad pattern of events 

 B. Persons important in our past 

 C. Architectural merit 

 D. Yield important information 

 INTEGRITY 

 Location, Design, Setting, Materials, Workmanship, Feeling, Association 

National Register Questionnaire 



National Register Questionnaire 

Floor plans 

may be 

copies or 

hand drawn 



National Register Questionnaire 

Remember to include 

photographs of interior 

spaces, architectural 

features, and details 



National Register Questionnaire 

Including a sketch map showing the 

proposed district boundary is a must! 

Also helpful to indicate likely 

contributing and non-contributing 

properties 

Think about the entire 

historic district and 

provide information 

about its overall 

history and 

significance 



National Register Questionnaire 

Provide information about 

changes to the historic district 

and include photo images of 

the new or altered properties 

as well as the standout 

historic buildings 



 Application and Policies are posted online: 

http://development.ohio.gov/cs/cs_ohptc.htm  

 Timeline 

 Applications Due:   April 2, 2013  

 Application Review Period:   April 3 - June 18, 2013  

 Award Announcement:    on or before June 30, 2013  

 $30 million base allocation available 

 Application and Self-Score Sheet are within one fillable 

PDF for submission 

OHPTC Round 10 

http://development.ohio.gov/cs/cs_ohptc.htm
http://development.ohio.gov/cs/cs_ohptc.htm


 Required Pre-Application Meetings with both: 

 Office of Redevelopment 

 Ohio Historic Preservation Office (OHPO)  

 Application Fee on a sliding scale ($50-$2,000) 

 Applicants must submit two (2) hard copies and 

one (1) digital copy of the application  

 Three sections: 

 Section A – Eligibility 

 Section B – Rehabilitation Information 

 Section C – Scoring Criteria  (100 points total) 

 

OHPTC Application 



 A1 – Authorized Representative Declaration 

 

 A2 – Authorization to Release Tax Information 

 

 A3 – Project Information Summary 

 Provide key Financial Information 

a) Total Project Investment  (every costs from acquisition thru completion) 

b) Remaining Investment to Complete Project  (only costs moving forward) 

c) Estimated Qualified Rehabilitation Expenditures  (QREs) 

d) OHPTC Requested  (tax credit requested, usu. 25% of QREs up to $5 million) 

 

 A4 – Description and Scope of Project 

Section A 



 A5 – Proof of Ownership or Leaseholder Interest 

 If an owner, provide a property deed, auditor’s card, or 

executed closing documents for all parcels 

 If a qualified lessee, provide an executed lease agreement 

(min. 27.5 years for residential or 39 years for nonresidential) 

 

 A6 – Major Factor 

 Major Factor – no work beyond stabilization or abatement 

 Increased Investment – not more than 25% through QREs; 

make commitment to increase total investment 

 

 A7 – Pre-Application Meetings 

Section A 



 B1 – Historic Building Designation 

 Indicate how the building is eligible as a ‘historic building’ 

 Historic designation must be effective by the application date 

 CLG listings documentation: 

 Individual – signed/dated ordinance establishing the listing 

 Historic District – signed/dated ordinance establishing the listing, a 

boundary map, and letter from the CLG contact indicating that the 

property contributes to the district 

 

 B2 – Historic Rehabilitation Information 

 State (OHPTC) Only – Ohio Parts 1&2 or cover sheet 

 Combined State & Federal – Federal Part 1 and Part 2 cover 

sheets only 

 

Section B 



 C1 – Jurisdictional Balance (8 pts.) 

 Priority to jurisdictions with fewest 

previous OHPTC awards 

 Reference Appendix 1 

 

 C2 – County Per Capita Balance (7 pts.) 

 Priority to counties with lowest per 

capita OHPTC awards 

 Reference Appendix 2 

 

 

 

Section C – Criteria A 
Regional Distributive Balance 



 C3 – Benefit to Low-Income in Jurisdiction (5 pts.) 

 Priority to jurisdictions with highest poverty 

 Reference the U.S. Census Bureau’s American FactFinder site 

 Now using 2011 ACS 5-year estimates 

 

 C4 – Benefit to Low-Income in Census Track (5pts.) 

 Same as C3 for census tracks 

 

 C5 – Benefit to Unemployed in County (5 pts.) 

 Priority to counties with highest unemployment relative to Ohio 

 Reference Appendix 3 

 

Section C – Criteria A 
Regional Distributive Balance 



 C6 – Leverage Investment (10 pts.) 

 Priority to projects that leverage additional private investment 

 Calculation: 

 Total Project Investment  /  OHPTC Requested  =  Ratio 

 

 C7 – Financing Secured (15 pts. – Significant Indicator)  

 Priority to projects with greatest amount of financing in place  

 Document all sources of financing in place 

 OHPTC and Federal tax credits are recognized at full value  

(no equity reduction) 

 

Section C – Criteria B 
Potential Economic Impact 



 Financing Secured Documentation requirements: 

 Private Financing 

 Term Sheet 

 Executed Loan Agreement 

 Commitment Letter (not a letter of interest) 

 Public Financing 

 Ordinances, development agreements, approval letters, etc. 

 Specific requirements for new markets, HUD, and LIHTC 

 Developer Equity 

 Commitment letter from developer AND documentation from 

bank or accountant verifying funds 

 

Section C – Criteria B 
Potential Economic Impact 



 C8 – Timeliness to Completion (5 pts.) 

 Priority to 24-month (non-staged) over 60-month (staged) 

projects 

 Provide a project schedule 

 

 C9 – Physical Scope and Construction Jobs (10 pts.) 

 Priority to larger projects (measured in total square feet) to 

maximize construction employment 

 Provide a site plan, auditor’s card, or architectural drawings 

cover sheet from a third-party 

Section C – Criteria B 
Potential Economic Impact 



 C10 – Local Participation/Support (5 pts.) 

 Priority to projects with support from 

local jurisdiction or county 

 Three levels can be demonstrated: 

1. Financial Commitment (5 pts.) 

 Tax abatements, grants, loans, 

infrastructure, streetscaping, fee 

waivers, property donation, etc. 

 ≥3% of Remaining Investment  

2. Resolution of Support (3 pts.) 

3. Letter of Support (1 pts.) 

 

 

Section C – Criteria B 
Potential Economic Impact 



 C11 – Vacant Property  

(15 pts. - Significant Indicator) 

 Priority for underutilized or vacant 

properties 

 Measured one (1) year before 

application submission deadline 

(April 2, 2012 for Round 10) 

 Provide a floor-by-floor table 

detailing vacancy; if 100% 

vacant, only a statement is 

necessary 

 

Section C – Criteria B 
Potential Economic Impact 



 C12 – Cost-Benefit Analysis and Job Commitments (10 pts.) 

 Job Commitments (4 pts.) 

 Priority for projects with tenants already in place 

 Provide executed leases or tenant commitment letters; if 

residential, provide a commitment letter from developer 

 

 Cost-Benefit Analysis (6 pts.) 

 Priority for projects with greatest return on investment (ROI) 

of state and local taxes 

 Provide economic impact data (e.g. construction 

employment, operations employment, anticipated rents  

and sales, anticipated resident incomes, etc.) 

 

 

Section C – Criteria B 
Potential Economic Impact 



 Jurisdiction Top Scorer  

 Highest scoring application from every jurisdiction in a round 

receives full points for C1 and C2 

 Application could gain back up to 11 points 

 Provides regional distribution in each round 

 

 Small Projects Allocation  

 5% of allocation (at least $1.5 million) each round is 

reserved for small projects 

 ≤$1 million in QREs and a substantial rehab 

 Compete for allocation before competing in larger pool 

 

 

 

 

Scoring Policies 



 Depends on competition within the 

application round 

 Minimum of 50 points is required to be 

eligible 

 Past funding round cut-offs: 

 Round 9 – 62 points 

 Round 8 – 65 points 

 

 

 

 

What is a good score? 



 Have all financing in place at application 

 Have all tenants in place at application 

 Gain highest level of support possible from local jurisdiction 

 Ensure that cost-benefit analysis impacts are maximized  

(do not leave anything out) 

 Request less tax credit to increase leveraged investment  

(only if you can still complete the project) 

 

 

How can I increase my score? 



Barbara Powers 
Department Manager, Inventory & Registration 

Ohio Historic Preservation Office, Ohio Historical Society 

(614) 298-2000 

bpowers@ohiohistory.org 

 

Nathaniel Kaelin 
Ohio Historic Preservation Tax Credit Program Manager 

Office of Redevelopment, Ohio Development Services Agency 

(614) 728-0995 

nathaniel.kaelin@development.ohio.gov 

 

 

 

Thank You! 
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