
Secretary of the Interior’s 

Guidelines 



The Secretary of the Interior’s 

Standards for Rehabilitation 

A set of 10 concepts about 

maintaining, repairing, and 

replacing historic materials, 

as well as designing new 

additions  and making 

alterations 



Rehabilitation 

• Returns a property to a state of utility 

through repair or alteration 

• Makes possible a contemporary use 

• Preserves portions and features that are 

significant to property’s historic, 

architectural and cultural values 



Rehabilitation  

can include aspects of 

preservation, restoration, and reconstruction 



Restoration not required 



Additions 



Removal 



Replacement 



Exterior 

Interior 



Site 



Applying the Standards 

• Hierarchy  

• Condition/Integrity 

• Cumulative whole 

2. “ . . .features and spaces that characterize a property. . .” 

5. & 9.  also use “characterize the property” 

6. “. . . replacement of a distinctive feature . . .” 



Location, visibility, architectural treatment 



Integrity 

Condition 



Small change in 

important space 

(Standard 2)  



Substantial change 

in secondary space 
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Adding windows 



(Standard 1)  











Make additions 

compatible and 

differentiated  

(Standard 9) 



Additions in a tightly built 

urban context 



Similar but subordinate in size 

and design 











Cutting in a new atrium 





Removal of finishes 

(Standard 2) 





Modifications to 

plan must retain the  

basic organization  





 
 



Historic character derives from 

both space and materials 





No damaging treatments 

(Standard 7) 

   



Replace to match 

(Standard 6) 



Repair rather than replace  

(Standard 6) 











Replace to match 





Preserve historically significant changes 

(Standard 4)  



Replacement of non-

historic elements 



Changes to Non-historic Additions 







Cumulative effect 







Certified  Rehabilitation 

   Consistent with the historic character of the 

property 










